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temple of Sabarimala (India)
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The Sabarimala case 
Sabarimala is the name of a temple located on the eponymous hill in India. Originally, women were not 
allowed to enter there – a restriction explained by the need to respect the celibate nature of the deity 
celebrated in the temple. The fight to change this rule began in 2006 when six women, members of the 
Indian Young Lawyer’s Association, petitioned the Supreme Court of India to lift the ban against women 
entering the temple. Twelve years later, in 2018, the Supreme Court finally stated, “Any exception placed 
on women because of biological differences violates the Constitution.” The high court’s decision to allow 
women to enter the place regardless of their age led to protests by devotees opposing the verdict. A month 
later, ten women tried to go inside the temple despite threats and physical assaults, but they almost all 
failed, as only two activists managed to walk in. Because of this action, the temple priests and authorities 
closed Sabarimala for “purification”. Only in 2019 did the board overseeing the temple change, allowing 
women of all ages to enter at last and ending all attempts to thwart the 2018 Supreme Court decision. 

Teaching ideas

   CYCLE 4 - Have your pupils study a short article or video documentary about the Sabarimala case 
and ask them to make a TV or radio report about what happened there. You can also ask them to write 
a tweet denouncing the situation or to write an Instagram post as if they were tourists discovering the 
Sabarimala temple.    
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