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2018: “Gwenwyn”, by Alffa, became the first Welsh-language single 

to reach one million plays on Spotify (Wales)

FICHE CULTURE ANGLOPHONE
QUE CÉLÈBRE-T-ON CE JOUR-LÀ ?

The origins of Welsh 
Wales is a bilingual country: if you go there, 
you will probably notice that information and 
signs appear both in English and in Welsh 
(also called Cymraeg). The latter is one of the 
oldest living languages in Europe. However, 
nowadays Welsh speakers are a minority, as 
it is spoken by only 23% of the population, 
whereas until 1850, 90% of the population 
spoke it. It has been deemed “vulnerable” by 
UNESCO. 

It originates from the Celtic language, 
spoken in the British Isles but also on the 
whole continent before the Roman and 
Saxon invasions. The Celtic language spread 
to Britain around 600 BC, evolved into 
Brythonic, and became the basis of Welsh, 
Cornish, and Breton. The Welsh spoken in 
the 12th to 14th centuries, also called Middle 
Welsh, can be found in the Mabinogion, the 
earliest British prose stories, which Welsh 
speakers can still more or less understand. 

Cymraeg includes no less than twenty ways 
to say “yes”, but there is only one way to 
say “no”: Na! Learning Welsh is extremely 
complicated because its grammar is very 
complex: Welsh words are mutated, meaning 
that depending on the context, the first letter of the word might change. Nowadays, Welsh is even spoken 
1,000 km away from Wales, in Argentina’s Chubut Province (Patagonia), where Welsh immigrants established 
settlements in the 19th century.

 

Teaching ideas

   LYCÉE – Identités et échanges – The “Endangered Languages Project” estimated in February 2022 
that there are 2,450 threatened or endangered languages in the world. What do your pupils think about 
this? What sort of measures could be taken to save these languages? Discuss this topic in class. 
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