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FICHE CULTURE ANGLOPHONE
QUE CÉLÈBRE-T-ON CE JOUR-LÀ ?

Jamaica’s Grand Market Christmas tradition 
Grand Market or “Gran’ Market” is a much-anticipated Christmas-season event in Jamaica. It is held on 
Christmas Eve in all of Jamaica’s big cities and allows people to shop for rare items or simply to make last-
minute purchases. The market lasts all day long, but is mostly active during the evening with an increased 
number of shoppers. Grand Market is also a way to entertain customers, as sound systems can be heard in the 
shops and street dances and entertainment take place, including the presence of a Santa Claus impersonator 
for kids. The towns are decorated with Christmas lights and Christmas trees everywhere. Traditional Jamaican 
foods such as boiled corn, jerk chicken, sugarcane, and candy cane are sold. Everyone dresses up (or “dresses 
to pussfoot” as Jamaicans say) for the occasion, wearing their best Christmas outfits.

Grand Market is a longstanding tradition in Jamaica: its history dates back to the time of slavery. Slaves 
would dress up and meet to socialise. They would also sell some of their own food, homemade decorations 
(baskets, hats, etc.), play drums, and sing. This celebration was a time of freedom and festivity. Over the 
years, Grand Market has evolved but it is still a time full of joy and one of the most anticipated events at 
Christmas time.

 

Teaching ideas

   CYCLE 3 ou CYCLE 4 - Have pupils work on different Christmas traditions in the English-speaking 
Caribbean islands (Grand Market, Christmas carols, pudding, pantomime…). Ask them to imagine their 
Christmas holidays there and the traditions they followed and to make a vlog or to write a page from their 
diary to describe them. 
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