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1961: Sierra Leone became independent from the UK

FICHE CULTURE ANGLOPHONE
QUE CÉLÈBRE-T-ON CE JOUR-LÀ ?

Discover Sierra Leone 
Sierra Leone is located in West Africa on the Atlantic coast and is bordered by Liberia and Guinea. It was 
a British colony until its independence in 1961. The country’s name comes from Portuguese explorer Pedro 
de Sintra who called it “Serra Leoa”, the Lion Mountains, due to the impressive mountains he could see 
when he sailed along the coast in 1462. Sierra Leone has a horizontally striped green, white and blue flag 
– green stands for agriculture and the mountains, white for unity and justice, and blue for the aspiration to 
contribute to world peace, as symbolised by the name of its capital, Freetown.

By the 18th century, both Portuguese and British slave trade settlements lined the coast of Sierra Leone. 
Bunce Island, an inhabited island located in the Sierra Leone River, was one of the continent’s 60 slave-
trading forts. Freetown was founded in 1787 as a shelter for repatriated and rescued former slaves. In 1808, 
the British tried to halt the slave trade, setting up a naval unit off the coast and a court in Freetown to 
prosecute the crews of seized slave ships. Between 1808 and 1864, around 84,000 slaves were freed and 
settled in hills that form today’s Western Area Peninsula National Park. Within this park is the Tacugama 
Chimpanzee Sanctuary, which was founded in 1995 by a man from Sri Lanka to rescue and rehabilitate 
endangered primates.

According to the United Nations Human Development Index, it is one of the ten least developed countries 
in the world.

 

Teaching ideas

   LYCÉE – Territoire et mémoire – Split your class into groups who will have to focus on different 
aspects of Sierra Leone: history, geography, culture, wildlife, symbols, and references in movies or literature. 
Ask pupils to prepare short paragraphs with pictures to make a brochure on the country. 
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